St.Stephen Roman Catholic Magyar Church
Passaic, New Jersey May 19th 1974
His Eminence Jozsef Cardinal Mindszenty Prince-Primate - Mindszenty Jozsef hercegprimas




Jozset Mindszenty (29 March
1892 — 6 May 1975) was the
Prince Primate, Archbishop of
Esztergom, cardinal, and leader of
the Catholic Church in Hungary
from 2 October 1945 to 18
December 1973. For five decades,
he personified uncompromising
opposition to fascism and
communism in Hungary in support
of religious freedom.

During World War II, he was
imprisoned by the pro-Nazi
authorities. After the war, he
opposed communism and the
communist persecution in his
country. As a result, he was
tortured and given a life sentence
in a 1949 show trial that generated
worldwide condemnation,
including a United Nations
resolution. After eight years 1n
prison, he was freed in the
Hungarian Revolution of 1956 and
granted political asylum by the
United States embassy in
Budapest, where Mindszenty lived
for the next fifteen years.

He was finally allowed to leave
the country in 1971. He died in
exile in 1975 1in Vienna, Austria.
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Mindszenty Hercegprimas latogatasa

Martir Hercegprimas Urunk, szeretett hazanktol szamuzve, kulfoldi magyarjai latogatasa
soran erkezett hozzank, a passaici Szt. Istvan Magyar Egyhaz hiveihez 1974. majus 19-¢n,
vasarnap. Ft. dr. Dunay Antal volt akkor a lelkipasztorunk, aki az uldoztetesek 1dején
Primas Urunk hatarozott utasitasara hagyta el az orszagot. Philadelphiaig elébe utazva
kiserte 0t hozzank. Egyhazunk egyik legnagyobb unnepe volt ez a nap. Templomunk
zsufolasig megtelt hiveinkkel €s autobuszokon ¢rkez6 vendegekkel. Soha ekkora lelkes
hivosereget (kb. 700 szemely) meg nem latott templomunk. A féuton kordonnal lezart uton,
allami rendOrkocsi vezette szirénazva Passaicig, majd a helybeli rendorseg diszkisérete
iranyitotta autojat templomunkig. Szeretett ¢s sokat szenvedett FOpasztorunk diadalutja volt
ez a lakossag, 1skolank gyermekei €s az egyenruhas magyar cserkeszeink sorfala kozott.
Meghatodva udvozoltuk a templomunkba erkezo, terdreboruld Fopasztort. A latogatas
esemenyeinek sorozata: fOpasztori unnepelyes nagymise, majd a szomszed utcar magyar
Reformatus Egyhaz gytulekezetének megla-togatasa ¢s udvozlo beszede templomukban.
D¢lutan meglatogatta €¢s megaldotta Ft. Gaspar sirhelyet (aki Zalaegerszegen kaplanja volt),
utana cserkeszeinket szemlelte meg a garfieldi cserkeszhazukban. Vegul a nap nyilvanos
unnep1 fogadassal zarult disztermunkben, ahol a kiilonfele egyesuletek vezetol €s delegacion
udvozolhettek a Primas Urat. Beszede1 vezeérgondolataban mindenttt hangsulyozta:

,INe hagyjatok a templomot ¢s az 1skolat!!!”

Karoly Laszlo



Throng Greets Cardinal Mindszenty

PASSAIC — Faith, family and national pride were the dominant themes of Cardinal Jozsetf Mindszenty,
former primate of Hungary, as hundreds of well-wishers greeted him during a visit here Sunday.

The 82-year-old cardinal, an outspoken foe of Communism, was optimistic too that the people of
Hungary will be freed from its domination.

“Nothing lasts long 1n this land”, the cardinal said in an interview in the rectory of St. Stephen's
Magyar Church. “Even good systems will be worn out”, he added.

Cardinal Mindszenty said, however, that there can be no change until the country's leaders
experience “personal con-version”, and the people “gain more sober maturity”.

He repeated the message he has given to Hungarian people: “Stand firm in the faith and in the
Church” and culti-vate “natural” nationalism.

Earlier, Cardinal Mindszenty, speaking in a firm voice, delivered a half-hour homily 1n St. Stephen's
Church, where he was the chief concelebrant of a mass 1n the Hungarian language. He spoke without
text and used eyeglasses only
occasionally during the celebration of the mass. In his homily, he spoke but briefly of Communism, when
he noted that “certain leaders have given up their faith and are collaborating with the enemy”™.

He traced the history of Hungary from the time of St. Stephen, who reigned as king nearly 1,000
years ago, and urged the Hungarian people to be proud of their heritage, their Church, their country and the
family.

The cardinal put strong emphasis on the value of family life, with children showing respect and love
for their parents. Attended by his private secretary Msgr. Tibor Meszaros, and an altar boy, Cardinal
Mindszenty alone distributed communion to the majority of more than 600 people who filled the church
and filled up the center aisle to the altar steps.

Concelebrating — were Msgr. Meszaros, Father Anthony S. Dunay, pastor of St. Stephen's; Father
Joseph Cassidy, associate pastor of St. Christopher, Parsippany; Father Paul Kurcz, associate at Holy
Trinity, Passaic; Father Roger Hebert, pastor of St. George, Paterson; Father John J. Demkovich, pastor of
St. Mary, Passaic, and Father Frank Harangozo, an aide to the cardinal. Father John J. Cusack, associate at
St. Stephen's, and Father Ladislaus Flek, pastor of St. Joseph, Passaic, were chaplains to Bishop Casey.



Bishop Casey was 1n the sanctuary but did not concelebrate because of the language difference. At
the close of the liturgy, the bishop stepped to the pulpit and delivered his official greetings to the cardinal
in English.

“The Diocese of Paterson and the Byzantine Eparchy of Passaic are honored to have you here at St.
Stephen's,” Bishop Casey said. “You are a symbol of spiritual strength to people of all faiths throughout
the world. Your heroic struggle against the Nazis and the Communists, the personal leadership you gave to
your beloved flock in Hungary 1n the darkest hours of their oppression are known to lovers of freedom
everywhere. They sense your courage and the strong spirituality which sustained you against torture and
loneliness during the long years of your imprisonment. You are a beacon of hope 1n a confused world,” the
bishop said.

“When you came to the United States two weeks ago”, Bishop Casey continued, “you stated,
“Wherever I go, I stand for God, for my Church, for my country, and for my independence.’” You, better
than the rest of us, know that God alone 1s the source of our strength. We salute you and pray that the Lord
will give you continued good health to spread his word.”

Immediately after the mass, Cardinal Mindszenty visited the Hungarian Reformed Church on Fourth
Street, a block away, where he was greeted by Stephen Gyorgy, president of the Board of Elders, and about
300 members of that congregation. Again, he spoke briefly in Hungarian.

Returning to St. Stephen's rectory for luncheon, Cardinal Mindszenty renewed his acquaintance with
Father Dunay, who had served in his Archdiocese of Esztergom in Hungary before he left for the U.S. — at
the cardinal's direction — 1n 1948, to escape arrest by Communist authorities.

After luncheon, Cardinal Mindszenty went to Calvary Cemetery, Paterson, to visit the grave of
Father John Gaspar, Father Dunay's predecessor, who had been the cardinal's assistant in Hungary before
he came to this country. Father Dunay succeeded to the pastorate here upon Father Gaspar's death 1n 1963.

Later he visited the Hungarian scout headquarters in Garfield, before returning to a reception in St.
Stephen's school hall. There he told some 400 persons that they “must remain united against the forces of
oppression.”



The reception he received here, he said, made him understand his “suffering had been worthwhile.” He
said, “If I was a poet, I couldn't put into words what I feel after all the praise I received today. But you
must translate your words and applause into action to bring about the freedom we are talking about.”

Mayor Gerald Goldman, who presented the cardinal with a key to the city, headed a list of speakers
who included State Sen. Joseph Hirkala and Bishop Michael Dudick of the Byzantine Eparchy of Passaic.

The occasion afforded a tearful reunion for Lorand Derka of Gartfield, who had spent 10 years in a
Communist prison. He and the cardinal had been imprisoned together in Budapest in 1953.

“We need your visit”, he told Cardinal Mindszenty, “because without any support our churches and
schools will be empty. You are helping us 1n our difficult task to have our youth continue our traditions.”

The cardinal had urged the Hungarian community to keep 1its parochial schools and to continue
speaking Hungarian.

Cardinal Mindszenty had also visited with other Hungarian-speaking clergy of the area during the
afternoon and discussed with them the problems of national parishes.

Father Dunay praised the cardinal as a unifying force in the Hungarian community. “We are losing our
young people”, he said. “They are moving away.” He added, “I hope the cardinal's visit awakens their
sense of national pride.”

That pride was amply demonstrated in the colorful decorations in the school hall and 1n the
traditional costumes worn by many of the people — the women 1n long dresses with lace and the men in
black Hungarian-style tuxedoes, many bedecked with medals.

Children in Hungarian scout uniforms lined the sidewalk at the entrance to the church when Cardinal
Mindszenty arrived about 45 minutes before the 11 o'clock mass. He was applauded loudly after he spoke
briefly to the gathering outside, and then went to the rectory to vest for the mass.

A committee of parishioners had escorted Cardinal Mindszenty to Passaic from Philadelphia, where he had
been the guest of Cardinal John Krol. After spending Sunday night at the Marriott Motor Hotel in Saddle
Brook, the cardinal left for Washington Monday morning.



His Passaic visit was 1n response to an invitation from Father Dunay when he visited him in Rome a few
years ago. The stop was one of many he 1s making during an eight-week cross-country tour of Hungarian
communities 1n the U.S. before he returns to Vienna on June 29.

He 1s also here to talk with the publishers of his memoirs, entitled “Mindszenty: An Autobiography™,
scheduled to be published in November. He told a news conference upon his arrival in New York May 6
that the publication may cause him and the Church to be attacked. He said he had “gotten used to attacks
and one more or less doesn't really matter.”

Cardinal Mindszenty was removed as primate of Hungary in February when Pope Paul VI declared
his see vacant. The Pope said the action was taken so he could appoint a successor who could be present 1n
Hungary.

Cardinal Mindszenty left Hungary in 1971 after spending 15 years in the U.S. embassy in Budapest,
where he took refuge during the 1956 Hungarian uprising. He had been serving a life sentence imposed by
the Communist government 1n 1949,

He had previously been imprisoned some three months by the new Communist regime there in 1919
and again during the Nazi occupation in World War II.

Asked 1n various interviews 1f he considered returning to Hungary, he said that “under present
circumstances 1t 1s not easy to think about this; 1t would mean accepting everything that has happened.”

Living 1n Vienna at the time his see was declared vacant, Cardinal Mindszenty denied reports he had
resigned voluntarily. “I performed my duties to the fullest”, he said. “I am not the cause of the vacancy.”

by Vic Winkler
The Beacon, May 23, 1974. pp. 1, 9



May 6th 1974 JFK



His Eminence Terence James Cardinal Cooke NY, His Eminence Jozsef Cardinal Mindszenty,
Rev. Ferenc Harangozo, Mr. Gabor Bodnar, Rev. Istvan Skinta



His Eminence Terence James Cardinal Cooke, NY, His Eminence Jozsef Cardinal Mindszenty, Rev. Ferenc
Harangozo, Mr. Gabor Bodnar, Rev. Istvan Skinta



Mr. Zoltan Nagy, Mr. Gyula Apatini, Mr. Laszlo Lérant, Mrs. Gizella (Grace) Lérant, Mr. Laszlo Kertész former altar boy of Cardinal
Mindszenty from Zalaegerszeg,
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Third Street, Passaic, May 19th 1974.









Ms. Eva Jambor, Mr. Bertalan Kormann, Mr. Laszl6 Karoly, Mr. Sandor Lakatos, Mr. Ferenc Kaleta, Ms. Judit Keresztes,
Mrs. Aranka Csatlos, Mr. Robert Esik, Mr. Janos Heidrich, Mrs. Elza Heidrich, Mrs. Rozalia Keresztes, Mr. John Reichardt, Mrs. Magda Kormann



Mrs. Jambor Ella, Msgr. Tibor Mészaros cardinal’s private secretary, Mrs. Bros Cecilia Kerekes, Mr. Imre Lendvai-
Lintner - Mr. Laszlo Farkas, Mr. Laszlo Kerkay



Mr. Péter Jambor with Mr. Peter Wolauschek, Mr. Gyorgy Wolauschek, Rev. Joseph Cassidy, Rev. John Demkovich, Rev. Roger Hebert,Rev. Paul
Kurcz, Rev. John Cusack, Rev. Ladislaus Flek, Dr. Pal Bokor, His Excellency Lawrence Bernard Brennan Casey Bishop of Paterson
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Cardinal Mindszenty

preaches homily in Hungarian.

(Beacon photos by Tom Lynch)

St A T T P o

CARDINAL'’S MASS — Bishop Casey was
seated in the sanctuary during Hungarian
language mass in St. Stephen Church,

Passaic, at which Cardinal Joszef Minds-
zenty was main concelebrant. (Beacon

photo by Tom Lynch)
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Ms. Bss. Erzsébet Pongracz, Ms. Judit Sarkozy, Mrs. Emese Kerkay, Mr. Gyorgy Pandi, Mr. Laszlo Kerkay



Rev. Paul Kurcz, Rev. Joseph Cassidy, Rev. Anthony Dunay, His Eminence Jozsef Cardinal Mindszenty, Mgr. Tibor
Me¢szaros, Rev. John Demkovich, Rev. Frank Harangozo, Rev. Roger Hebert
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Mr. Zoltan Vasvary, Mrs. Istvan Serényi, Mr. Istvan Serényi, Mrs Terezia Staudinger- Ms. June Wachtler



Mr. Imre Beke, Mr. George Fett, Ms. Borbala Kugyela, Mrs. Magdolna Beke, Mr. Laszlé Abonyi, Mr. Arpad Barillo
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Mr. Péter Wolauschek, Mr. Péter Jambor, Mr. Gyorgy Wolauschek, His Exellency Lawrence Bernard Brennan Casey
Bishop of Paterson, Dr. Pal Bokor, His Eminence Jozsef Cardinal Mindszenty, Mr. John Staudinger
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With Rev. Athony Dunay Pastor of St. Stephen R.C. Magyar Church



Mr. Salvatore Canata, Mrs. Emese Kerkay, Mr. Béla Kerkay, Ms. Hajnalka Kerkay
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Paterson Calvary cemetery, grave of Rev. John Gaspar Rev. Dunay’s predecessor (1933-1963), who had been the
cardinal’s assistant in Hungary before he came to this country
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Rev. Athony Dunay,
His Eminence Jozsef
Cardinal
Mindszenty,

Mr. Laszlo Karoly,
Mr. Ronald Pihokker




Hungarian scout
headquarters on
Wood Street,
Garfield

Mr. Pal Jambor,
Mrs. Ella Jambor




A (serkészhdzban tett létogoiés

emlekére szeretettel a

6-0s és 38-as cserkészesapatok

Garfield 19%. V. 19.

Mr. Gyorgy Nemeth, Mr. Pal Németh



34

Ms. Katalin Abonyi, Mr. John Staudinger Jr., Mr. Bertalan Kormann, Rev. John Cusack, Rev. (?) Rev. Julian Flzer,
Mrs. Erika Faber-Papp
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Mrs. Agnes Bodnar



Hungarian Reformed Church
Ms. Eszter Andreanszky, Mr. Zoltan Nagy, Mr. Janos Nemeth, Msgr. Tibor Mészaros, Mrs. Maria Miko
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Ms. Yvette Lipoczy, Mr. Péter Wolauschek, Ms. Patricia Lippoczy, Mr. Imre Karaszegi, Mr. John Staudinger Jr., Mr. Gyorgy Jambor, Ms. Eszter Andreanszky Ms.
Shirley Csatlos,- Mr. Pal Németh, Mr. Gyula Kovacs Jr., Mr. John Staudinger Jr.,Mr. Tom Staudinger, Mr. Robert Radics, Mrs Frigyes Kormann, Ms. Eva Jambor
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NJ State Senator Joseph Hirkala



Right Reverend Michael Dudick Bishop of the Byzantine Eparchy of Passaic



Mr. Istvan Serényi - Mr. Lorand Derka of Garfield, who had spent 10 years in a Communist prison. He and the cardinal had been
imprisoned together in Budapest in 1953.
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Mrs. Ter¢z Andrejko



Mr. Zoltan Vasvary
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Mr. Jozset Lothringer,
Mr. Charles Andreanszky MC



Delegates of the “Captive Nations™
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Mayor Gerald Goldman, who presented the cardinal with a key to the city.
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Mr. Charles Andreanszky MC

47












